Wnt proteins in mineralized tissue development and homeostasis.
The past decade has seen rapid advancement in the dissection of the molecular events and players in the development and homeostasis of mineralized tissues, that is, teeth and bones. Much of this is due to research efforts toward the regeneration of these organs and also to develop treatments for pathologies of bone, especially osteoporosis. Of late, great interest has been focused on the Wnt family of proteins and their involvement in tooth and bone development and in the regulation of postnatal bone mass. The purpose of this review is to summarize these findings and to explore new areas of Wnt research such as Wnt?bone morphogenetic protein interactions and the exciting revelation of systemic serotonin being involved in bone mass regulation.